








Catherine Holdway, RN, MSc(A) LMFT, 
VNA Director of Community Care 
Connection, was recently elected Secretary of 
the newly founded Vermont Chapter of the 

National Private Duty 
Association. The NPDA 
is the first association 
for providers of private 
duty homecare and is 
a recognized resource 
for information and 
advocacy.

In November, Gov. Jim Douglas presented 
a Healthy Aging Award in the Employees 
Champion category to all eleven member 
agencies of the Vermont Assembly of Home 
Health Agencies (VAHHA). The boards of 
directors at each of the VAHHA agencies 
nominated their home care employees for a 
Healthy Aging Award to honor their hard 
work and dedication to the community.  
Congratulations!

The VNA had another successful 
United Way Campaign in 
October with their “Get Real! 
Win the United Way” Campaign. 
During this week-long reality-
show based campaign, the VNA 
far exceeded its participation 
goal with 78% of benefitted 
staff pledging support to United 
Way. An impressive $38,000 was 
raised through payroll deduction 
pledges, one-time gifts and special 
event support. Thanks to everyone 
who participated.

The VNA Adult Day Program 
played host to St. Michael’s 
College International Students 
from Central and South 
America this past fall. 
Students were required 
to complete four weeks 
of Service Learning as 
part of their participation 
in an English language 

course. Sponsored by a U.S. State 
Department grant, the course was a great 
opportunity for both the students and 
the Adult Day participants to meet 
and to learn about one another. 

Ursula McVeigh, Fletcher Allen Health 
Care Palliative Care physician, has been 
named the medical director to the VNA 
Hospice of the Champlain Valley. Dr. 
McVeigh is a credentialled palliative care 
specialist at FAHC.

VNA End-of-Life Care programs were 
thrilled to be the recipient of a $150,000 
grant from Jane’s Trust, a private foundation 
based in Boston. This generous gift will 
support operating costs for Vermont Respite 
House, MDI, Camp Knock Knock and 
Noyana Singers. Thank you, Jane’s Trust, 
for supporting these valuable programs!

Madison-Deane Initiative, a program of the 
VNA, has launched a new website. Vermont 
Palliative and End-of-Life Care Resource 
Connections (www.vtpcrc.org) is designed to 
provide helpful information and useful links 
to people seeking information about palliative 
and hospice care. 

Janine Carranza, Respite House nurse, places a 
memorial dove on the tree during the Vermont Respite 
House Memorial Tree Lighting and Remembrance 
Ceremony held in January.

Applause
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Catherine Holdway

Kellie DeCicco, an LNA scheduler,  
serves up bugs during Fear Factor Friday,  
part of the VNA’s Get Real! Win the United  
Way Campaign.

Electronic Publications

Did you know that you can access our 2009 
Annual Report online at our website (www.
vnacares.org/news-events/publications)? On 
our Publications page, you will also find cur-
rent and past issues of our VNAcares newslet-
ter. All publications are in a pdf file format.

If you are interested in receiving our VNAcares 
newsletter by email, please contact the VNA 
Development Office at 802 860-4434 or email 
perry@vnacares.org.
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March 1-20, 2010

New Event!  VNA Way to Go!
Online virtual fundraiser. Please call 802 860-4435  
for more info.

Tuesdays, March 9-May 11, 2010

Spring Hospice Volunteer Training
VNA, 1110 Prim Rd., Colchester, 6-8:30 pm.  
Please call 802 860-4411 for more info.

April 7, 2010

Spring Blooms! Fashion Show & Luncheon
Benefit for the Janet S. Munt Family Room. Dudley H. Davis 
Center, University of Vermont, Burlington. 11:30 am to 
1:30 pm. Please call 802 860-4435 for more info.

May 8, 2010

Vermont Respite House 5K Fun Run  
& Jiggety Jog
Allen Brook School, Williston. Registration: 8 am,  
Start: 9 am.  Please call 802 860-4435 for more info.

VNA Calendar
Please visit www.vnacares.org for more information  
about these and other upcoming VNA activities.

pring is coming soon, and so is 
the VNA’s annual rite of spring, 
our Spring Blooms! Fashion 

Show and Luncheon, on Wednesday, 
April 7, from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm. 
This year’s event is back in the Grand 
Maple Ballroom at the Dudley H. 
Davis Center on the University of 
Vermont campus. 

Members of the community, along 
with VNA staff and volunteers, model 
the latest fashions from SportStyle 
and Brooks Brothers Factory Store 
in this benefit for the Janet S. Munt 
Family Room, the VNA’s Parent-Child 
Center which provides essential 
services and programs that  
support our community’s most  
vulnerable families.

This past year, with generous 
support from our community friends, 
over 700 children and family members 
participated in Family Room programs 
at no charge. Once again, Northfield 
Savings Bank has stepped up as  
Spring Blooms! lead sponsor. 

For more information, please 
contact Maria McGrath, Special Events 
Coordinator, at 802 860-4435 or 
mcgrath@vnacares.org. Or visit our 
website at www.vnacares.org.  
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Welcome  
Spring 
in Fine Fashion


